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Dear Mr Steer,

Further to your request made to NHS West Essex CCG for information relating to the above and pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please see the organisation’s response below:

Please note that NHS England and NHS Improvement has created a draft Children’s and Young People’s Palliative and End of Life Care Service Specification. This is available for CCGs to access from the FutureNHS Collaboration Platform
1. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification? 
 

Yes, for the Essex Palliative Integrated Care service 
If so, please attach a copy to your response to this request.

See attached
2. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition and their parents or carers should have opportunities to be involved in developing an advance care plan? 
 
Yes
3. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition should have a named medical specialist who leads and coordinates their care? 
 
No, not within the specific palliative care specification referenced above, however infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition would be under the care of a specialist medical team located in another part of the system e.g. acute hospitals / tertiary centres
4. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition and their parents or carers should be given information about emotional and psychological support, including how to access it? 
 Yes
5. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition should be cared for by a multidisciplinary team that includes members of the specialist paediatric palliative care team? Yes
6. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that parents or carers of infants, children and young people approaching the end of life should be offered support for grief and loss when their child is nearing the end of their life and after their death?
Yes
7. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people approaching the end of life and being cared for at home should have 24-hour access to both children's nursing care and advice from a consultant in paediatric palliative care? 
 
No, not within the specific palliative care specification referenced above, however 24hr access to nursing care is stated within other documentation e.g. Children’s Community Nursing specification, Hospice agreements etc.  All nursing services providing palliative care will have access to medical advice.
8. Do you have a children’s palliative care service specification which states that infants, children and young people with a life-limiting condition and their families should have access regular short breaks for respite?
 Yes

If you are dissatisfied with the response you have received, you have the right to request a review of our decision or make a complaint about how your request has been handled. Your request should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt. Any such request received after 40 working days will only be considered at the discretion of the organisation.

If our decision is unchanged following a review and you remain dissatisfied with this, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Information Commissioner who can be contacted at:

Information Commissioners Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

To comply with The Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005, this information is provided to you under the Open Government Licence. Information on the OGL, together with conditions of use and exemptions, can be found here: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the FOI team via the methods above.

Yours sincerely,

Jimmy Allimadi
Freedom of Information Admin
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