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    The Core Care Pathway is designed to provide a framework for the care of any baby, child or young person with a life-threatening or life-limiting condition.

The pathway aims to ensure that families experience a coordinated approach to family-centred care throughout their child’s life. There should be clear and open communication and support to enable the family to build up and maintain access to an appropriate network of support, regardless of where they are cared for, whether in hospital, at home, or in a children’s hospice. A key feature of the Care Pathway approach is that there is parallel planning for achieving the best quality of life for the child, alongside planning for end-of-life care.

The pathway proposes a core framework for professionals working with children and young people to support the local development of an integrated care pathway for children diagnosed or recognised as having a life-threatening or life-limiting condition and following the child and family’s unique care journey. The pathway puts children and families at the centre of a planning process, with the aim of delivering integrated services in response to individual needs.

If a detailed care pathway or protocol has been devised for clinical care associated with a certain disease or condition, you can use this together with our core pathway, therefore ensuring the inclusion of all the additional elements needed for a comprehensive multi-agency pathway.

The pathway is guided by standards at each stage of the journey, underpinned by a series of goals. We have produced a Standards Framework, with an associated self-assessment audit tool relating to the standards and the goals in the Core Care Pathway. This will enable teams to map how their service currently performs and think about areas for development where the standards may not be fully met.
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            Download the Pathway
        
	
            Download the Standards Framework
        




    
            

        
                            
    
        
            
                
                    
                            Order a printed copy

                If you would like to receive a printed copy or copies of the pathway, please complete the form below and we will be in touch to arrange delivery. Generally printed resources are available at no charge for young-people, families and care professionals. However, especially when multiple copies are requested, we may ask for a contribution towards postage and printing costs.
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                Basic Symptom Control in Paediatric Palliative Care - new edition May 2022
                
            

            
                  Note January 2024: The drug dose guidance that is part of Basic Symptom Control in Paediatric Palliative...

            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                Perinatal Pathway for Babies with Palliative Care Needs
                
            

            
                The Perinatal Pathway for Babies with Palliative Care Needs is the latest in our suite of care pathways....

            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                Practical Guidance For Palliative Care Management On Neonatal Units
                
            

            
                Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has published a guide to support staff caring for very young...
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                Huge thanks to the John Ellerman Foundation for funding our website.
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