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    The Perinatal Pathway for Babies with Palliative Care Needs is the latest in our suite of care pathways. This is a revised edition of the Neonatal Pathway which was first published in 2009.

If a life-threatening condition is identified in pregnancy, it can be helpful to introduce elements of palliative care in the antenatal period – to enable families to get the support they need to plan the future care of their life-threatened baby.

The Perinatal Pathway for Babies with Palliative Care Needs has been developed with expert input from leading ethicists and clinicians working across obstetrics, antenatal and neonatal care, and children’s palliative care.

The pathway is designed to support all professionals working in fetal medicine and antenatal, neonatal and maternity services to deliver sensitive and timely support at this heart-breaking time, enabling families to spend time with their baby, bonding and building memories, in a more home-like environment, and with as little technologically-dependent care as possible.

It encourages professionals to work together across multidisciplinary teams and local services to provide the best response to families during a distressing and uncertain time. For example, by building relationships with local children’s hospices and palliative care charities that are increasingly supporting families and their babies at the end of their short life.

The Perinatal Pathway is guided by standards at each stage of the journey, underpinned by a series of goals. We have produced a Standards Framework, with associated self-assessment audit tool relating to the standards and the goals in the Perinatal Pathway. This will enable teams to map how their service currently performs and think about areas for development the areas where the standards may not be fully met.
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            Download Pathway
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                            Order a printed copy

                If you would like to receive a printed copy or copies of the pathway, please complete the form below and we will be in touch to arrange delivery. Generally printed resources are available at no charge for young-people, families and care professionals. However, especially when multiple copies are requested, we may ask for a contribution towards postage and printing costs. Unfortunately we are unable to post outside of the UK. 
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	Email*
                            
                        

	Address* 
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	Postcode* 
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                Care Planning in Advance
                
            

            
                An Advance Care Plan (ACP) is a document that sets out an agreed plan of care to be...

            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                Children's Hospice Services
                
            

            
                Children’s hospice services help children and young people with life-limiting or life-threatening conditions who are not expected to...

            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                A parent's guide: making critical care choices for your child
                
            

            
                This leaflet has been developed for parents, carers or legal guardians who care for a child with a...
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                Together for Short Lives is a registered charity in England and Wales (1144022) and Scotland (SC044139) and is a company limited by guarantee (7783702).

                Huge thanks to the John Ellerman Foundation for funding our website.
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